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Official data on India’s merchandise trade for April give reason for cheer at first glance. 

Emerging from a record export performance during the just-concluded financial year, outward 

shipments for the month rose 24.2% from a year earlier, with electronics and chemicals showing healthy 

expansion, while petroleum products more than doubled. However, imports continued to outpace 

exports, growing by 26.6% to broaden the goods trade deficit, which widened to $20.07 billion from 

$18.5 billion in March. The trade deficit — the extent to which the import bill exceeds export receipts — 

worryingly breached $200 billion for a rolling 12-month period for the first time in April, impacted 

predominantly by petroleum imports of $172 billion. Global crude oil prices have surged by more than 

40% in 2022 in the wake of Russia’s war on Ukraine, swelling the import bill. The early onset of the 

Indian summer, with a heatwave, has bolstered power demand, setting the pace for coal imports, which 

grew 136% last month, notwithstanding record output by key domestic supplier Coal India. For the first 

time ever, the Ministry of Power has set timelines for States to import coal over the next few months, a 

far cry from the 16% year-on-year decline in imports of the fuel in the April 2021-January 2022 period 

and a clear portent that the bill for overseas purchases of coal is also set to swell. 

Monitoring the trade deficit is crucial as this has a direct bearing on the current account deficit 

(CAD). Disconcertingly, foreign direct investment, which typically helps bridge the CAD, has seen a 

moderation. And, the wider the CAD, the greater the downward pressure on the rupee, which has 

already weakened considerably since the conflict in eastern Europe began in February. A weaker rupee, 

in turn, makes imports costlier, potentially widening the trade deficit, and thus triggering a vicious cycle. 

The RBI has sought to steady the rupee against wild swings, evident in the dip in foreign exchange 

reserves to $600.4 billion (April 22), from $640 billion just six months earlier. But a central bank can 

draw on the reserves to ease any rupee weakening only to a limited extent. The RBI also has its hands 

full with the battle against imported inflation as global commodity prices remain sharply elevated. To 

help avoid added stress, the Government must consider additional incentives for exports, while 

encouraging local production of items that strain the import bill. The coal crisis could have been averted 

with better advance estimates of power demand as the country emerged from the worst of the 

pandemic, and optimal allocation of coal-carrying rail wagons. Policymakers can ill afford to let their 

guard down on trade imbalances and risk growth-retarding inflation and more pressure on the rupee. 

 

 merchandise (noun) – goods, commodities, 

produce, product. 

 cheer (noun) –  cheerfulness, optimism, 

confidence, buoyancy, hopefulness. 

 at first glance (phrase) – on the face of it, 

outwardly, apparently. 

 outward (adjective) – going out from a place. 

 expansion (noun) – increase, growth, 

development. 

 outpace (verb) – surpass, exceed, be more 

than. 

 broaden (verb) – widen, increase, enlarge. 

 extent (noun) – degree, scale, level, 

magnitude, scope. 

 receipts (noun) – proceeds, profits, earnings, 

returns, income, revenue, gain, yield, turn 

over. 

 breach (verb) – break, contravene, violate. 

 worryingly (adverb) – unsettlingly, 

disturbingly, disconcertingly. 

 rolling (adjective) – not having a fixed date; 

rising and falling. 

 predominantly (adverb) – mainly, mostly. 

 surge (verb) – rise or increase suddenly. 

 in the wake of (phrase) – as a result of some 

event, especially an unpleasant one; in the 

aftermath of, as a consequence of, on account 

of, because of, owing to. 

 swell (verb) – increase, rise, enlarge, widen, 

broaden. 

 onset (noun) – start, beginning, arrival. 

 heatwave (noun) – (a long period of) hot 

weather, hotness, humidity. 

 bolster (verb) – increase, augment, add to; 

fortify, strengthen, support, reinforce, 

buttress. 
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 (power) demand (noun) – it refers to the 

maximum amount of electrical power that is 

being consumed at a given time, as opposed to 

energy which is the amount of power used 

over a period of time. 

 set the pace (phrase) – lead the way in doing 

something. 

 notwithstanding (preposition) – in spite of, 

despite, regardless of. 

 timeline (noun) – schedule, deadline. 

 be a far cry from (phrase) – to be entirely 

different from something. 

 year-on-year (adjective) – year over year (for 

comparison). 

 decline (noun) – fall, drop, slump, tumble. 

 portent (noun) – sign/indication, forecast, 

prediction. 

 overseas (adjective) – relating to a foreign 

country. 

 set to (phrasal verb) – start doing something 

vigorously. 

 have a bearing on (phrase) – have a relevance, 

relation or connection to something; have an 

influence, impact or effect on something. 

 disconcertingly (adverb) – unsettlingly, 

disturbingly, worryingly. 

 bridge (verb) – connect, join; overcome, 

reconcile. 

 moderation (noun) – reduction, diminishing, 

lessening, decrease, contraction. 

 downward (adjective) – descending, falling, 

sinking, sliding, slipping, going down. 

 considerably (adverb) – significantly, 

substantially, markedly, noticeably. 

 conflict (noun) – warfare, war, armed conflict,, 

combat, battle.  

 in turn (phrase) – successively, sequentially. 

 potentially (adverb) – likely, possibly, 

probably. 

 thus (adverb) – like that, in that way, in that 

manner; therefore, accordingly, hence, as a 

result, because of that. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, produce, bring about, 

prompt. 

 vicious cycle/circle (noun) – a recurring series 

of events in which bad actions bring about bad 

results and so on’ (whereas virtuous 

cycle/circle means ‘a recurring series of events 

in which good actions bring about good results 

and so on’. 
 sought past tense of seek (verb) – try, aim, 

attempt. 

 steady (verb) – stabilize, balance, fix (at a 

level). 

 wild (adjective) – uncontrolled, unrestrained, 

out of control, unconstrained. 

 swing (noun) – fluctuation, change, shift, 

switch, variation, oscillation. 

 dip (verb) – decrease, fall/drop, slump. 

 draw on (phrasal verb) – make use of, put to 

use, use, utilize, deploy. 

 ease (verb) – decrease, lessen, reduce, lower. 

 have one’s hands full (phrase) – to be very 

busy; to be completely occupied; engaged in, 

involved in, working at, hard at work. 

 battle (noun) – struggle. 

 imported inflation (noun) – when the general 

price level rises in a country because of the rise 

in prices of imported commodities, inflation is 

termed as “imported inflation”. 

 elevated (adjective) – increased, raised. 

 stress (noun) – strain, pressure, tension; 

trouble, difficulty. 

 incentive (noun) –  payment or concession; 

inducement, motivation, stimulus. 

 strain (verb) – overburden, exert excessively. 

 avert (verb) – prevent, stop, avoid. 

 estimate (noun) – rough calculation, 

approximation, evaluation, estimation, 

judgement. 

 optimal (adjective) – most favourable, 

optimum, ideal, perfect. 

 wagon (noun) – carriage, wagon, 

compartment. 

 cannot afford/can ill afford (phrase) – if you 

cannot afford to do something, you must 

prevent it from happening because it would be 

embarrassing and cause problems (if it 

happens). 

 drop/lower/let down one’s guard (phrase) – 

to relax; to become less careful; to stop being 

vigilant; to be less alert. 

 trade imbalance (noun) – trade deficit. 
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 imbalance (noun) – disparity, variation, variance, disproportion, , lopsidedness. 

************************************************************************************ 

 

In yet another disturbing and dastardly act that is now part of a pattern in much of North India, 

two tribal men were beaten to death by alleged activists of the Bajrang Dal in Seoni, Madhya Pradesh, 

on the suspicion that they were slaughtering cows. Apart from tribal people, Muslims and Dalits in 

particular have borne the brunt of these senseless acts of mob violence and murders. Reminiscent of the 

murder of a dairy farmer, Pehlu Khan, after he and his sons were attacked by self-described “cow 

vigilantes” in April 2017 in Rajasthan, the two men, Sampatlal Vatti and Dhansai Invati, were attacked by 

nearly 20 men; both died of injuries. The police have arrested 13 people for their alleged involvement; 

at least six of them were members of the Bajrang Dal, according to the family members. An insinuation 

by the police that one of the dead men was involved in a “cow slaughter” case has shown yet again 

where the priorities of law enforcement lie in such cases. In another pattern, there has been a certain 

acuity in the implementation of cattle slaughter laws which is missing in trying and bringing those 

involved in lynch mobs to justice. Stricter cattle slaughter laws have been implemented with a fervour 

that has less to do with animal preservation and more to do with appeasement of majoritarian impulses 

to garner political support. 

In 2005, the Supreme Court had justified the total ban on cattle slaughter by an expansive 

interpretation of the directive principles of state policy, and relying on Articles 48, 48A, and 51(A) of the 

Constitution, that seeks to preserve breeds used in agriculture and animal husbandry, explicitly 

prohibiting the slaughter of cows and calves and other milch and draught cattle, besides promoting 

compassion to animals. The judgment had overturned an earlier ruling in 1958 which had limited the 

ban only to “useful” cattle which are still engaged in agriculture and husbandry. This interpretation only 

laid the grounds for State governments — especially those led by the BJP and its alliance partners — to 

come up with stringent laws on cow slaughter, and in the public sphere, a stigmatisation of communities 

such as Dalits, Muslims and tribals for their dietary habits and their dependence on cattle products for a 

livelihood. Four States (Rajasthan, Jharkhand, West Bengal and Manipur) had passed laws against 

lynching after many such incidents but they were under various stages of implementation with the 

Union government taking the view that lynching is not a crime under the Indian Penal Code. While civil 

society in Madhya Pradesh must demand justice for the injured and dead tribal men and a return to the 

rule of law in which such murderous acts do not go unpunished, it is time for a judicial rethink on 

legislation around cattle slaughter. 

 

 disturbing (adjective) – worrying, annoying, 

bothersome, discomfiting, unsettling, 

disconcerting, troubling.  

 dastardly (adjective) – wicked/evil, cruel, 

heinous, wrongful. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, claimed, 

professed, purported, reported, ostensible. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political change or cause; (or societal 

change/cause); campaigner, champion, 

advocate; radical, extremist. 

 suspicion (noun) – misgiving, doubt, qualm, 

wariness, scepticism, question mark, distrust. 

 slaughter (verb) – to kill animals (for food). 

 in particular (phrase) – particularly, 

specifically, especially. 

 bear the brunt (phrase) – to suffer or endure 

the worst part of something 

(force/burden/pressure) when a very bad or 

unpleasant thing happens. 

 mob (noun) – a large, disorganized, and often 

violent crowd of people. 

 reminiscent (verb) – similar to, comparable 

with, tending to remind; evocative of, 

suggestive of. 

 self-described (adjective) – self-appointed, 

self-declared, self-defined. 
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 vigilante (noun) – a member of the self-

appointed group which unofficially punishing 

crimes. 

 insinuation (noun) – implication, 

hint/indication, suggestion. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation, execution, discharge. 

 lie (verb) – be present, exist. 

 acuity (noun) – perception, cleverness, 

smartness, keenness, sharpness, clarity. 

 try (verb) – investigate and decide (a case) in a 

formal trial (court case). 

 bring someone to justice (phrase) – 

arrest/punish someone for a crime committed. 

 lynch (verb as modifier) – punish/kill someone 

by hanging for claimed offence by the group of 

people without legal trail. 

 fervour (noun) –  intensity, zeal, sincerity, 

avidity, eagerness, keenness, enthusiasm.   

 preservation (noun) – protection, care, 

safeguarding. 

 appeasement (noun) – conciliation, 

pacification, reconciliation; satisfaction, 

fulfilment. 

 impulse (noun) – (strong & sudden) 

urge/instinct, compulsion, need. 

 garner (verb) – gather, collect, accumulate. 

 expansive (adjective) – comprehensive, 

thorough, extensive. 

 interpretation (noun) – explanation, 

elucidation, clarification, definition; 

examination, evaluation, analysis.  

 rely on (phrasal verb) – depend on. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 preserve (verb) – protect, care, safeguard. 

 breed (noun) – a variety/stock of animals. 

 explicitly (adverb) – clearly, unequivocally, 

understandably (without question/doubt). 

 calves plural noun of calf (noun) – the young 

of the domestic cow or other bovine (cattle-

like) animal. 

 milch (noun) – the domestic animals suitable 

for milch (yielding/providing milk). 

 draught cattle (noun) – a strong working 

animal used to draw a load like a cart, a plough 

etc. 

 besides (preposition) – except, except for, 

apart from, other than, barring, excluding. 

 compassion (noun) – sympathy, feeling, 

empathy, consideration, care, concern. 

 overturn (verb) – reverse, overrule, 

nullify/cancel. 

 lay (verb) – make, devise, frame, produce, 

develop. 

 ground (noun) – reason, cause, basis, base, 

foundation. 

 lay the ground (phrase) – to create a 

foundation; to provide the basics/cause.  

 come up with (phrasal verb) – devise, propose, 

put forward, present, submit, suggest, 

recommend, introduce, bring forward, moot. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, extreme, 

rigorous. 

 public sphere (noun) – social space (in which 

different opinions are expressed, problems of 

general concern are discussed, and collective 

solutions are developed communicatively).  

 stigmatisation (noun) – accusation, cursing, 

denouncement, discredit, dishonor, 

disparagement. 

 dietary habit (noun) – the habitual decisions of 

individuals or group of people with regard to 

what foods they eat. 

 Indian Penal Code (IPC) (noun) – The Indian 

Penal Code (IPC) is the official criminal code of 

India. It is a comprehensive code intended to 

cover all substantive aspects of criminal law. 

The draft was passed into law on 6 October 

1860. The Code came into operation on 1 

January 1862. The Indian Penal Code of 1860, 

sub-divided into 23 chapters, comprises 511 

sections. IPC deals with crimes and 

punishments. 

 murderous (adjective) – brutal, violent, 

savage, vicious, bloodthirsty, barbaric, cruel, 

inhuman. 
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